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ren than they were to him; and they had no more authority to
sell him than they had to slay him. And if they had nothing
to do to sell him, the Ishmaelites bargaining with them and
paying down twenty pieces of silver could not make a title.
Neither could Potiphar have any better interest in him than
the Ishmaelites had. Gen. 37. 20, 27, 28. For he that shall in
this case plead alteration of property seems to have forfeited a
great part of his own claim to humanity. There is no propor-
tion between twenty pieces of silver and liberty. The com-
modity itself is the claimer. . . . 'Tis pity there should be
more caution used in buying a horse or a little lifeless dust
(gold) than there is in purchasing men and women ; whereas
they are the offspring of God and their liberty is 4 auro pretio-
sior omnr (more precious than gold). And seeing that God
hath said ' He that stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be
found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death,1 Exod. 21.
16. This law being of everlasting equity, wherein manstealing
is ranked amongst the most atrocious of capital crimes, what
louder cry can be made of that celebrated warning, * Caveat
emptorl' (let the buyer beware !).

"And all things considered, it would conduce more to the
welfare of the Province to have white servants for a term "of
years than to have slaves for life. Few can endure to hear of
a negro's being made free; and indeed they can seldom use
their freedom well; yet their continual aspiring after their for-
bidden liberty renders them unwilling servants. And there is
such a disparity in their conditions, color and hair, that they
can never embody with us and grow up into orderly families to
the peopling of the land. As many negroes as there are among
us, so many empty places are there in our train bands, and the
places taken up of men that might make husbands for our
daughters. ... It is likewise most lamentable to think how
in taking negroes out of Africa and selling of them here that
which God hath joined together men do boldly rend asunder;
men from their country, husbands from their wives, parents
from their children. How horrible is the uncleanness, mor-
tality if not murder, that the ships are guilty of that bring great
crowds of these miserable men and women. Methinks when